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Feb. 6: Spokespersons for the Fisheries Ministry told reporters that the US embargo on Mexican
tuna exports caused a total US$7.77 million in lost revenue. The figure is based on projected sales
of 9,997 metric tons of tuna to the US in the absence of the embargo. Mexico's total tuna output in
1991 was valued at US$67.74 million. For 1992, Mexican contracts with buyers in 27 other nations
are expected to absorb the 9,997 MT of tuna barred from the US market in 1991. Since the alternate
tuna importers are to pay the same price as previously paid by US buyers, there will be no net
gain in earnings for Mexico. Feb. 12: A report by the Mexican government's international news
service Notimex said the General Agreement on Tarriffs and Trade (GATT) had accused the US of
attempting to restrict international trade by using "ecological imperialism," and that such tactics
were threatening to become a "fast track to trade conflict and chaos." The comments were part
of a 35-page report issued by the GATT on trade and the environment. In reference to the US
embargo against Mexican tuna exports, the GATT report stated that "one country has no right
to restrict imports of a product simply because that product comes from a country where policy
regarding the environment is different." The report warned of the dangerous precedent which the
tuna embargo represents: "Such measures could lead to anarchy, as any country could attempt
to impose its own laws on other countries through the application of trade restrictions." During a
press conference in Ensenada, Baja California, aboard the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior, Juan
Carlos Cardenas, coordinator of the Campana Ecologista Oceanica en America Latina, criticized the
US embargo against Mexican tuna. Cardenas said Greenpeace "opposes the tuna embargo against
Mexico and other countries because the underlying motive of the measure is trade protectionism.
Moreover, the embargo is an expression of neocolonialism disguised as environmentalism, and
does not represent a real solution to the problem of dolphin kills." Cardenas added that Greenpeace
"cannot support measures of force by one government against another for the supposed purpose
of protecting the environment." Feb. 13: A statement released by the National Fisheries Industry
Chamber (Camara Nacional de la Industria Pesquera- CANAINPE) said the organization opposes
signing of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) until the US embargo of Mexican
tuna is resolved. According to CONAINPE, unilateral actions by the US, such as the tuna embargo,
must end in order for good trade relations to exist between the two nations. The statement said the
Mexican fishing fleet has adopted serious measures to reduce dolphin kills. Over the past four years,
such kills have declined by 70%. Enrique Diaz Ramirez, president of the Federacion Regional de
Sociedades Generativas Pesqueras del Estado de Campeche, told reporters of growing fears that
US environmental groups are now seeking to have the courts apply an embargo against imports of
Mexican shrimp on grounds that Mexican shrimp fleets do not guarantee protection of turtles while
using traditional fishing techniques. The environmental organizations charge that many turtles
become trapped in shrimp nets and cannot escape. Diaz Ramirez added that 35 experts from the
Universidad Autonoma de El Carmen have been contracted to design new nets for Mexican shrimp
boats which would permit the turtles to escape. Feb. 17: Fisheries Ministry spokespersons said that
in 1991, Mexico's tuna fleet reduced the number of dolphins accidentally trapped each time a net
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is cast to an average 2.9. In brief, total dolphin deaths have been reduced from over 100,000 in 1985
to 25,000 in 1991. Tuna fishing boat crews intend to eliminate accidental dolphin deaths altogether.
Since December 1991, all tuna fishing boats in the Mexican fleet carry an observer aboard. Of the
observers, 65% are Mexican nationals, and the remaining 35% have been sent by the Inter-American
Tropical Tuna Commission (Comision Interamericana del Atun Tropical). (Source: Spanish news
service EFE, 02/06/92; Notimex, 02/12/92; El Financiero, 02/13/92; La Jornada, 02/13/92, 02/14/92; Uno
Mas Uno, 02/14/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/17/92; Inter Press Service, 02/18/92)
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